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DEVICE AND METHOD FOR AUTOMATIC 
CHANNEL MEMORY UTELIZING PICTURES 

OUT PICTURE 

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 08/172,303, 
filed on 23 Dec. 1993 now abandoned. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a television containing pictures 
of picture (herein after called POP), more particularly to a 
device and method for automatic channel memory which 
can search for broadcasting channels and store the channel 
numbers utilizing POP while watching a present selected 
channel. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Picture reception systems such as TV and VCR, in gen 
eral, have a device for automatic channel memory or manual 
channel memory. 
The device for automatic channel memory searches all 

channels and memorize those channel numbers which have 
an input of a broadcasting signal, ie., when a user presses the 
automatic channel memory key, the channel numbers goes 
up and down automatically picking up only those channels 
which had been memorized in the device to memorize those 
signals having a broad casting signal. 

However, when used while watching the television, such 
a device for automatic channel memory puts, being syn 
chronized with those channels one by one not only those 
channels having a broadcasting signal, but also even those 
channels having no broadcasting signal, on the frames. 
By the consequence, there has been problem in the 

automatic memory of channels because even those noise 
pictures and noise voices from those channels having no 
broadcasting signal happen to come on interfering watching 
of the television. 

On the other hand, the device for manual channel memory 
memorizes or erases channel numbers into/from the memory 
by manual operation of an add key or an erase key after 
selection of a channel by pressing a channel control key. 

However, the trend of current development puts its 
emphasis on the device for automatic channel memory 
rather than on the device for manual channel memory 
because of the inconvenience of pressing of the keys of the 
device for manual channel memory. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The object of this invention is to provide method for 
automatic channel memory which can search and store 
broadcasting channels automatically without interfering 
with watching a television. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a device for 
automatic channel memory which can search and store 
broadcasting channels automatically without interfering 
with watching a television. 

These and other objects and the features of this invention 
can be achieved by providing a device for automatic channel 
memory utilizing pictures out picture including a synchro 
nization part for synchronizing to signals received through 
an antenna, an intermediate frequency processing part for 
processing the intermediate frequencies of the synchronized 
signals of the synchronization part, a microcomputer for 
generating control signals in response to the automatic 
channel memory key signal, a switching part for selecting 
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2 
one signal of the signals form the intermediate frequency 
processing part in response to a first control signal of the 
microcomputer, an on screen display (OSD) processing part 
for generating OSD signal in connection with the automatic 
channel memory in response to a second control signal of the 
microcomputer, a chroma part for processing chrominance 
signals of the OSD signal and a first selection signal of the 
switching part, a POP frame processing part for processing 
a second selection signal of the switching part to be dis 
played onto a POP frame, and a POP utilizing automatic 
channel memory including picture size conversion part for 
converting picture size in response to a third control signal 
of the microcomputer so as to display the signals from the 
chroma part and the POP frame processing part onto a CRT, 
and by providing a method for POP utilizing automatic 
channel memory including steps of entering into a POP 
mode in automatic channel memory mode, searching chan 
nels having broadcasting signals one by one, memorizing 
the searched channel numbers and displaying the broadcast 
ing signals of the searched channels onto the POP frame, and 
canceling the automatic channel memory mode and the POP 
mode if the channel numbers to be memorized has already 
been memorized. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a POP utilizing 
automatic channel memory in accordance with this inven 
tion. 

FIG. 2 shows a CRT frame of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a flow chart explaining the operation of FIG. 1. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Shown in FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a POP utilizing 
automatic channel memory in accordance with this inven 
tion, including a first synchronization part 11a for tuning 
channels displayed on a POP frame, a second synchroniza 
tion part 11b fortuning channels displayed on a main frame, 
a first intermediate frequency processing part 12a for pro 
cessing intermediate frequencies of the broadcasting signals 
of a synchronized channel by the first synchronization part 
11a, a second intermediate frequency processing part 12b 
for processing intermediate frequencies of the broadcasting 
signals of the synchronized channel by the second synchro 
nization part 11b, a key pad, microcomputer 14 for gener 
ating control signals in response to the key signals of the key 
pad 13, an OSD processing part 15 for generating required 
OSD signals in response to the control signals of the 
microcomputer 14, a switching part 17 for selecting the 
signals from the first and the second intermediate frequency 
processing part 12a and 12b and external signals in response 
to the control signal of the microcomputer, a chroma part 16 
for processing the chrominance signals of the signals 
selected by the switching part 17 and of the OSD signals 
generated in the OSD processing part 15, a POP processing 
part 18 for processing the signals selected by the switching 
part to be displayed onto the POP frame, and a picture size 
conversion part 19 for converting picture size so as to 
display the signals from the chroma part 16 and the POP 
processing part 18 onto a CRT 20 in response to the control 
signals from the microcomputer. The unexplained number 
21 is an outside memory, and SW1 and SW2 are switches, 
respectively. 
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The broadcasting signals of the channel synchronized in 
the second synchronization part 11b are processed of the 
intermediate frequencies in the second intermediate fre 
quency processing part 12b and applied to a terminal of the 
switch SW2 of the switching part 17. The broadcasting 
signals of the second synchronization part 11b selected by 
the control signal of the microcomputer 14. together with the 
OSD signals generated in the OSD processing part are 
applied to the chroma part 16 to be processed of chromi 
nance signals, and the signals from the chroma part 16 are 
applied onto the CRT 20 through the picture size conversion 
part 19 thus, the broadcasting signals of the channel syn 
chronized in the second synchronization part 11b can be 
watched on the main frame. 
When a user presses the automatic channel memory key 

on the pad 13 to memorize the channel automatically during 
watching a TV, the microcomputer, on sensing it, stores the 
channel number of the present channel displayed on the 
main frame into the memory part 21 and carries out tuning 
of the first synchronization part 11a. 
The signals of the tuned channel are processed of inter 

mediate frequencies in the first intermediate frequency pro 
cessing part 12a and applied to the POP processing part 18 
through the switching part 17. The POP processing part 18 
processes the applied broadcasting signals so as to be 
displayed on three POP frames 23 shown in FIG. 2 and 
transmits it to the CRT 20 through the picture size conver 
sion part 19. Of the three POP frames 23 one frame shows 
the moving picture of the tuned channel, and the rest two 
frames show the still pictures of the channel tuned previ 
ously. 
A method for POP utilizing automatic channel memory 

according to this invention is to be explained hereinafter, 
referring to FIG. 3. 
When there is an automatic memory key signal input(step 

S1), the microcomputer enters into an automatic channel 
memory mode, backs up the channel number of the main 
frame watching presently, and enters into a POP mode(steps 
S2 to S4), taking the channel number of the backed up main 
frame as a datum point, tunes the channel to a first synchro 
nization part 11a(step S5), when found no broadcasting 
signals in the channel on checking the channel of a broad 
casting signal(step S6), increases the channel number by 
one(step S7), and checks if the channel number of the 
increased channel is identical with the channel number of 
the backed up main frame(step S8). When identical, indi 
cating that searching of all channels has been completed, 
releases the automatic channel memory mode and the POP 
mode(steps S14 and S15), when not identical, returns to the 
channel tuning step S5, on the other hand, when found a 
broadcasting signal in the channel, memorizes the channel 
number(step S9) and checks if it is an initial memory(step 
S10), if it is a channel number of initial memory, checks if 
the main frame is in use(step S11), that is, checks if any 
broadcasting signals were in the channel of the backed up 
main frame or picture signals of a video cassette recorder or 
a cable TV are on display, if the main frame is not in use, 
transmits the tuning data to the second synchronization part 
11b(step S12) to enable to display the broadcasting signal of 
the channel of the initial memory, after displaying the 
memorized channel onto the POP frame(step S13) returns to 
the step of increasing the channel number by one(step S7). 

In displaying on the POP frame, the broadcasting signal of 
the initial memory is displayed in moving pictures on the 
first frame of the POP frame 23 in FIG. 2, and when found 
a channel having broadcasting signals in the channel search 
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4 
ing operation, the display on the first frame is altered into a 
still picture and the broadcasting signal of the found channel 
is displayed in moving picture on the second frame of the 
POP frame 23. 
When found another channel having broadcasting signal 

thereafter, the moving picture on the second frame is altered 
into a still picture, and the broadcasting signal of the another 
found channel is displayed in moving picture on the third 
frame of the POP frame 23. Thereafter, the channel of the 
broadcasting signal is displayed repeating above display 
process. 

According to this invention as explained hereinbefore, a 
desired broadcasting can be watched on a noiseless main 
frame by handling the broadcasting signals of the channel 
selected in the automatic channel memory mode. 

Although the invention has been described in conjunction 
with specific embodiments, it is evident that many alterna 
tives and variations will be apparent to those skilled in the 
art in light of the foregoing description. Accordingly, the 
invention is intended to embrace all of the alternatives and 
variations that fall within the spirit and scope of the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A device for automatic channel memory, comprising: 
a first synchronization part for tuning channels to a 

broadcasting signal for display on a plurality of POP 
frames, 

a second synchronization part for tuning channels to 
another broadcasting signal for display on a main 
frame; 

a first intermediate frequency processing part for process 
ing intermediate frequencies of the broadcasting sig 
nals of synchronized channels by the first synchroni 
zation part; 

a second intermediate frequency processing part for pro 
cessing intermediate frequencies of the broadcasting 
signals of the synchronized channel by the second 
synchronization part, 

a microcomputer for generating first, second and third 
control signals in response to a key signal; 

an OSD processing part for generating required OSD 
signals in response to the first control signal of the 
microcomputer; 

an external signal Source; 
a switching part connected to outputs of (1) the first and 

the second intermediate frequency processing parts, (2) 
the external signal source and (3) the microcomputer 
for selecting the signals from the first and the second 
intermediate frequency processing parts as respectively 
first and second signal outputs from the switching part, 
or from the external signal source as a third signal 
output from the switching part, the switching part being 
operated in response to the second control signal of the 
microcomputer; 

a chroma part interconnecting the second output of the 
switching part, and an output of the OSD processing 
part for processing a chrominance signal of the second 
signal selected by the switching part and of the OSD 
signals generated in the OSD processing part; 

a POP processing part connected to the first output of the 
switching part for processing the first signal selected by 
the switching part to be displayed onto one of the POP 
frames; and 

a picture size conversion part connected to respective 
signal outputs of the chroma part, the POP processing 
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part and the microcomputer for converting picture size 
so as to display the signals from the chroma part and the 
POP processing part onto a CRT in response to the third 
control signal from the microcomputer; and 

said microcomputer comprising: 
means for entering into an automatic channel memory 

mode, 
means for entering into a POP mode; 
means for backing up the channel number of the signal 

being displayed on the main frame; 
means for tuning the first synchronization part for chan 

nels to be displayed on the POP frames, and memoriz 
ing the channel of a broadcasting signal; 

means for (a) displaying the broadcasting signal of an 
initial memory in moving pictures on one frame of the 
POP frames, (b) altering the display on the one POP 
frame into a still picture when a second channel having 
a broadcasting signal is found by the means for tuning 
the first synchronization part, (c) displaying the broad 
casting signal of the second channel in moving pictures 
on a second POP frame, and (d) altering the display on 
the second POP frame into a still picture when a third 
channel having a broadcasting signal is found by the 
means for tuning the first synchronization part, (e) 
displaying the broadcasting signal of the third channel 
in moving pictures on a third POP frame and repeating 
the displaying and altering functions until all channels 
are searched, searching being completed when the 
number of the next channel to be displayed corresponds 
to the backed up channel number of the signal being 
displayed on the main frame; and 

means for releasing the automatic channel memory mode 
and the POP mode when searching of all channels has 
been completed. 

2. The device of claim 1 wherein said microcomputer 
further comprises means for checking if the main frame is 
not in use and displaying the broadcasting signal to the main 
frame. 

3. The device of claim 1 wherein the external signal 
source is a video cassette recorder. 

4. The device of claim 1 wherein the external signal 
source is a cable television. 

5. A method of using an automatic channel memory 
device of claim 1, comprising the steps of: 

(a) imputing an automatic memory key signal (step S1), 
(b) entering into an automatic channel memory mode, 

backing up the channel number of the main frame being 
watched, and entering into a POP mode (steps S2 to 
S4), 

(c) taking the channel number of the backed up main 
frame as a datum point, and tuning the channels in POP 
mode in a first synchronization part (step S5), 

(d) when no broadcasting signal is found in a checked 
channel (step S6), increasing the channel number by 
one (step S7), and determining if the channel number of 
the increased channel is identical to the channel number 
of the backed up main frame (Step S8), 

(e) when one of the increased channels is identical to the 
channel number of the backed up main frame to indi 
cate that searching of all channels has been completed, 
releasing the automatic channel memory mode and the 
POP mode (steps S14 and S15), 

(f) when not identical, returning to the channel tuning 
(step S5), 

(g) when a broadcasting signal is found in the channel, 
memorizing the channel number (step S9) and checking 
to determine if it is an initial memory (step 10), 
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6 
(h) if it is a channel number or initial memory, checking 

if the main frame is in use (step S11) by determining if 
any broadcasting signals are in the channel of the 
backed up main frame on display, 

(i) if the main frame is not in use, transmitting the tuning 
data to a second synchronization part (step S12) to 
enable to display the broadcasting signal of the channel 
of the initial memory, and 

() after displaying the memorized channel onto the POP 
frame (step S13) returning to the step of increasing the 
channel number by one (step S7), 

wherein the broadcasting signal of an initial memory is 
displayed in moving pictures on one frame of a plu 
rality of POP frames, and the display on the one frame 
is altered into a still picture when a second channel 
having a broadcasting signal is found during POP 
tuning operation, and the broadcasting signal of the 
second channel is displayed in moving pictures on a 
second frame of the POP frames, and the automatic 
channel memory mode and the POP mode are released 
when searching of all channels has been completed. 

6. A method of automatic channel memory, comprising 
the steps of: 

tuning channels to a broadcasting signal for display on a 
plurality of POP frames with a first synchronization 
part; 

tuning channels to another broadcasting signal for display 
on a main frame with a second synchronization part; 

processing intermediate frequencies of the broadcasting 
signals of the channels synchronized by the first syn 
chronization part with a first intermediate frequency 
processing part; 

processing intermediate frequencies of the broadcasting 
signals of the channel synchronized by the second 
synchronization part with a second intermediate fre 
quency processing part, 

generating first, second and third control signals in 
response to a key signal with a microcomputer; 

generating required OSD signals in response to the first 
control signal of the microcomputer with an OSD 
processing part, 

selecting the signals from the first and the second inter 
mediate frequency processing parts as respective first 
and second signal outputs from a switching part, or 
from an external signal source as a third signal output 
from the switching part, the switching part being oper 
ated in response to the second control signal of the 
microcomputer with the switching part being con 
nected to outputs of (1) the first and the second inter 
mediate frequency processing parts, (2) the external 
signal source and (3) the microcomputer, 

processing a chrominance signal of the second signal 
selected by the switching part from the second inter 
mediate frequency processing port and of the OSD 
signals generated in the OSD processing part with a 
chroma part interconnecting a second output of the 
switching part and an output of the OSD processing 
part, 

processing a first signal selected by the switching part to 
be displayed onto one of the POP frames with a POP 
processing part connected to a first output of the 
switching part; 

converting picture size so as to display the signals from 
the chroma part and the POP processing part onto a 
CRT in response to the third control signal from the 
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microcomputer with a picture size conversion part 
connected to respective signal outputs of the chroma 
part, the POP processing part and the microcomputer; 
and 

with a microcomputer: 
(a) entering into an automatic channel memory mode; 
(b) entering into a POP mode; 
(c) backing up the channel number of the signal being 

displayed on the main frame; 
(d) tuning the first synchronization part for channels to 

be displayed on the POP frames, and memorizing the 
channel of a broadcasting signal; 

(e) displaying the broadcasting signal of an initial 
memory in moving pictures on one frame of the POP 
frames; 

(f) altering the display on the one POP frame into a still 
picture when a second channel having a broadcasting 
signal is found by the means for tuning the first 
synchronization part; 
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(g) displaying the broadcasting signal of the second 

channel in moving pictures on a second POP frame; 
(h) altering the display on the second POP frame into 

a still picture when a third channel having a broad 
casting signal is found by the means for tuning the 
first synchronization part; 

(i) displaying the broadcasting signal of the third chan 
nel in moving pictures on a third POP frame and 
repeating the displaying and altering functions until 
all channels are searched, searching being completed 
when the number of the next channel to be displayed 
corresponds to the backed up channel number of the 
signal being displayed on the main frame; and 

(j) releasing the automatic channel memory mode and 
the POP mode when searching of all channels has 
been completed. 
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