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1o all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, JAMES M. PEIRCE, of
Mokena, in the county of Will and. State of
Illinois, have invented a new and usefnl Im-
provement in Hanging Gates, Doors, &e.;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, making a part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side view of my invention ; Fig.
2, an end view of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the two figures.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and construct my invention, I will
proceed to describe it.

A represents a gate, which may be con-
structed in any proper manier, the only pecu-
liarities it possesses being in its end uprights,
@ a4, which are slotted vertically at their upper
ends to receive rollers, B, or are formed of

two parts with the boards b of the gate bolted -

between them.

O represents a rail which passes through
the upper parts of the uprights & of the gate
and underneath the rollers B B, the latter
resting on the rail C, as shown clearly in Fig.
1. The rail C is secured at one end in the up-
per part of a post, D, by a pin, . This post
D may be slotted vertically at its apper end
to receive the end of the rail C, or it may be
formed of two parts connected at their upper
cuds by a cross-piece or cap, ¢. The opposite
end of the rail C is fitted in a post, E, also
slotted vertically at its upper end to receive
the rail, or it may be formed of two parts, d d,
withasuitable space between them, connected
at their upper ends by a cross-piece or cap, e.
The latter would probably be the preferable
mode of construction. KEach part d of the
post is provided with a shoulder, f, to serve

as a support for the rail C, when the latter is .

elevated, and a pin, g, passes transversely
through the post E to support the rail when
the latter is lowered or inclined downward at
its free or disengaged end, which is the end
that works in the post E. To thisfree or dis-
engaged end of the rail C there are attached
two cords or chains, & k, which pass over the
pulleys ¢ 4, at the tops of the parts d d of the

post I, and which have their axes ¢ in the
cross-piece e. - The cords or chains A % extend -
along the cross-piece ¢ and pass down over
rollers f’ f', in the ends of the cross-piece,
each cord or chain having a weight, ¢/, at-
tached to its lower end. The ends of these
chains are designed to be at such a height and
at such a distance from the post B that they
may be readily grasped by a person from a
carriage or on horseback, and the free or dis-
engaged end of therail C elevated toadmit of
the gate A rolling down the rail to the post D
and afford an open space for the carriage or
vehicle to pass through, as shown in red in
Fig. 1. The free or disengaged end of the rail
cis retained in an elevated state by the shoul-
der f on the part d of the post nearest the
operator. Afterthe vehicle haspassed through
the space the end of the other chain k is pulled
and the free or disengaged end of the railCis

~drawn off trom the shoulder f, on which it

rested, and is allowed to descend or drop on
the pin g, and the rail is then inclined down-
ward from post D to post B, and the gate closes
by its own gravity. The gate A, it will be
seen, may be thus operated from either side.
If desired, one roller, B, may be placed cen-
trally on the upper part of the gate to work
on the rail C. In this case the gate would
work in a horizontal position.

I do not confine myse f to the application of
the cords or chains h for operating or adjust-
ing the rail C, for levers may be used for the
purpose and answer equally as well.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new,and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— ’

T'be combination of the rising and falling
gate-carrier or rail C, with the shoulders f,
gate B, and cords A, in the manner herein
shown and described, so that by pulling one
of said cords the gate will be opened and
fastened open, and by pulling the opposite
cord. the gate will be removed from the shoul-
der f, and caused to close by its own gravity,
all as set forth.

JAMES M. PEIRCE.

Witnesses: _
JAMES DUCKER,
‘WILLIAM DUCKER.




